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Latest Government Guidance for full opening of
schools in September 2020

The Government has stated that they expect all pupils in all year groups to return to school
full-time from the beginning of the autumn term.

The risk to children themselves of becoming severely ill from COVID-19 is very low.

However the schools are required to implement a system of controls to ensure they
minimise the number of contacts that pupils have during the school day. They must
also take account of transport to and from school.

The guidance recognises that there cannot be a ‘one size fits all’ approach and that school
leaders are best placed to understand the needs of their schools and their communities, and
to make informed judgements about how to deliver the curriculum with the measures needed
to manage risk.

Your health and safety and that of your students, staff and community are the most
important factor in this process

Revising your COVID-19 Risk Assessment

Schools are required to revise their risk assessments to ensure that the additional control
measures that are required are included and implemented in line with the latest guidance.

This is a legal requirement under health and safety law.

There is no need to produce a new risk assessment for managing the return to school as
many of the existing control measures you already have in place will still apply.

Review process — Covid 19 September Openings

We have produced a list of additional control measures (see page 2) that you need to
consider for your setting. These control measures have been listed in the order they
appeared on our model CV19 risk assessments so that these items can be copied in to your
current risk assessment.

The tables below summarise reviewed control measures in line with the updated DfE
Guidance for full opening of schools

http://www.cleapss.org.uk/ gives specific guidance for practical teaching in Science, Design
Technology and Art. See GL343 Guide to doing practical work during the COVID-19
Pandemic

On the Operations risk assessment the row highlighted in red is a new section for you to
consider the potential issues around implementing and maintaining social distancing
measures.

Groups

Educational settings must do everything possible to minimise contact and mixing whilst
delivering a broad and balanced curriculum. It is recommended that you avoid contact
between individual groups/bubbles; staff must maintain distance from pupils and other staff
as much as possible and arrange the classrooms with forward facing desks. Smaller
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
http://www.cleapss.org.uk/
http://science.cleapss.org.uk/Resource-Info/GL343-Guide-to-doing-practical-work-during-the-COVID-19-Pandemic-Science.aspx
http://science.cleapss.org.uk/Resource-Info/GL343-Guide-to-doing-practical-work-during-the-COVID-19-Pandemic-Science.aspx
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groups are recommended but if class-sized groups are not compatible with offering a full
range of subjects you can look to implement year group size groups/bubbles for further
details see DfE Guidance for full opening of schools.

Vulnerable pupils and staff

Schools must complete individual risk assessments with additional support measures for
each pupil or staff member that believes or is thought to be vulnerable.

Supply teachers, other temporary or peripatetic teachers, visiting
council officers and healthcare practitioners

Educational settings can continue to engage supply teachers and other supply staff during
this period. Specialists, therapists, clinicians and other support staff for pupils with SEND
must continue to provide interventions. A separate risk assessment has been developed for
visiting officers and healthcare practitioners. The school and visitor risk assessments must
be shared.

The Head teacher has the final say on who is permitted to visit the school.

School Uniforms

It is up to the governing body to decide whether the relaxed policy for school uniform is to
continue, but are encouraged to return to their usual uniform policy in the autumn term.

It goes on to say ‘Uniforms do not need to be cleaned any more often than usual, nor do
they need to be cleaned using methods which are different from normal.’

Local Lockdown Procedures

The DfE has stated that every school will also need a plan for the possibility of a local
lockdown.

A draft Outbreak Management plan has been produced and following consultation will be
adopted by Cumbria’s Local Resilience Forum and will form part of the overall Cumbria
Emergency Plan framework. This includes lockdown actions for educational settings in the
event of a localised incident or outbreak.

Additional Control Measures to consider for your existing COVID-19
risk assessments

Hazard Description Additional Control Measures to consider for September opening - PREMISES
and How are people at
risk



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://cumbria.gov.uk/coronavirus/employees.asp
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Hazard Description
and How are people at
risk

Additional Control Measures to consider for September opening - PREMISES

Hazard Description
and How are people at
risk

Additional Control Measures to consider for September opening OPERATIONS

Hazards in relation to
staffing and daily
operation

0 If in use, outdoor play equipment must be cleaned frequently, before and after
use and between groups.

Infection prevention
through social
distancing minimising
contact between
groups



https://schools.cumbria.gov.uk/Reference%20Library/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FReference%20Library%2FHealth%20and%20Safety%2FInfection%20Control%20and%20Public%20Health%20in%20Schools&FolderCTID=0x01200048726C2A165D504480BCAF32B116BC9E&View=%7B9FFF4988%2D18AD%2D4845%2D9E0A%2DC419CCBA536A%7D&InitialTabId=Ribbon%2ERead&VisibilityContext=WSSTabPersistence
https://schools.cumbria.gov.uk/Reference%20Library/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FReference%20Library%2FHealth%20and%20Safety%2FInspection%20and%20Monitoring%20%28Health%20and%20Safety%29&FolderCTID=0x01200048726C2A165D504480BCAF32B116BC9E&View=%7B9FFF4988%2D18AD%2D4845%2D9E0A%2DC419CCBA536A%7D
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Cleaning and hygiene
processes

[ Where toilet facilities are shared by more than one group, cleaning will be
completed between different group usages.

Reducing the risk of
infection on dedicated
school transport and
public transport and
during organised
educational visits

Arrangements are underway around how dedicated school transport will operate
safety. Additional Government guidance is expected to support how transport

The updated government guidance outlines that social distancing measures WILL
NOT apply on dedicated school transport

[1 Schools will need to record how each person, pupils and staff, travels to and from
school

Hazards in relation to
managing incidents
and emergencies

Staff or pupil becoming
unwell with COVID-19
symptoms whilst on site



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#face-coverings
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#face-coverings
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Hazards in relation to
staff deemed high risk
due to underlying or
pre-existing health
conditions

Hazards in relation to
eating and safe
welfare facilities

Staff wellbeing issues

Hazards due to the
lack of suitable PPE

Training

Monitoring

Dissemination

Hopefully this has summarised the key considerations to help you revise your risk
assessments to allow you to fully open your school in a way that will be safe for you, your
staff and your pupils however should you wish to discuss any issues or have any other
gueries please do not hesitate to contact the health and safety team who are on hand to

support.
. Contact
Name Title Number
Health, Safety and Wellbeing Manager , Lead
Judith Chandler 07584 534670
Advisor for Children’s Services and Schools
. Assistant Health, Safety and Wellbeing Advisor
Judy Hutchinson o ) _ 07825 340473
LA Radiation Protection Officer
Kevin Hewitson Health Safety and Wellbeing Advisor 07788 396193
General Office Health and Safety Administrators 01228 221616



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing#clinically-vulnerable-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing#clinically-vulnerable-people
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